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Dear Friends,
As you will know, the Scottish Government 
has designated 2009 a ‘Year of Homecoming’ 
during which our country will reach out to all 
those around the world with a connection or 
affinity to Scotland.  Actually Homecoming 
2009 began on the first Sunday in Advent 
which this year was also St Andrew’s Day – a 
special day for all Scots everywhere, all those 
of Scottish descent, and all those who simply 
love Scotland.

During Homecoming Scotland 2009 there 
will be a spectacular year-long programme of 
events to highlight and celebrate Scotland’s 
great contributions to the world: Robert 
Burns (the 250th anniversary of his birth is 
in 2009), golf (the 2009 Open will be played 
at Turnberry, just down the road from Burn’s 
birthplace), great minds and innovations, and 
Scotland’s rich ancestry and culture – and of 
course, whisky.

So, whether you’re a Scot, of Scottish descent, 
or simply love Scotland you’re invited to 
Homecoming Scotland 2009!

But what is ‘home’ and what might ‘coming 
home’ mean?  e Christian faith has very rich 
perspectives on this theme and the Scottish 
Churches are extending an open hand and 
heart of welcome, not just to visitors from 
overseas but to everyone who would like to 
‘come home’ throughout the Christian Year.

So starting now, our first task is to move on 
from the Open Door Project to the Open 
Hands And Hearts Project, welcoming 
all visitors as if they were angels – what a 
challenge!

Our second task is to do all we can to help 
those who would like ‘to come home’ to 
do so by following Andrew’s example and 

introducing them to Jesus.

Your friend and minister

Prayers
Almighty God,

you gave such grace
to your disciple Andrew
that he readily obeyed

the calling of your Son Jesus Christ
and followed him without delay,

bringing his brother home with him.
Grant us the same spirit of joyful obedience,

that we may give ourselves willingly
to share in the witness of your Church

to the whole world.

Gracious God,
your disciple Andrew inspires us.

May we show today
the same enthusiasm for your gospel

which he displayed.
Make our lives as attractive as his,

that the vitality of our faith
and the warmth of our love

may always point beyond us to you.
Like him, may we become

not only disciples
but witnesses;

not only your followers
but also your friends,
welcoming all those

who want to come home
and introducing them to Jesus:

through the same Jesus Christ our Lord,
Amen.

Information Re Safeguarding     
(Child Protection)

Aileen Smith and Edna Sommerville are now 
Joint Safeguarding Co-ordinators for the 
North Kirk.  Safeguarding is the new term for 
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Child Protection but covers vulnerable adults 
as well as children.

At the recent church conference on 
Safeguarding we heard from the Church of 
Scotland Trainer about the responsibilities 
collectively and individually for the members 
of the Kirk Session and indeed for the whole 
North Kirk congregation. e North Kirk 
family have a duty to protect the young and 
vulnerable people within our congregation 
and if anyone in the church has any issues 
concerning safeguarding please speak to either 
Aileen or Edna

Phone numbers:
 Aileen Smith     673401
 Edna Sommerville    674820

The Boys’ Brigade
e Anchor Boys (for boys in Primaries 2 & 
3) meet in the Back Hall on Tuesday nights, 
from 6.30pm to 7.30pm. Activities include 
games, handicrafts, stories and singing. 

e Junior Section (for boys in Primaries 4, 
5 & 6) meets in the North Hall on Tuesday 
nights, from 6.30pm to 8.00pm. Activities 

include badge work, figure marching, games, 
football and handicrafts.

e Company Section (for boys in Primary 
7 to S6) meets in the North Hall on Friday 
nights, from 7.30pm to10.00pm. Activities 
include Christian Faith, badge work, physical 
training, sports and games.

In October we attended Penicuik North Kirk 
for our annual Dedication Service.

On Remembrance Sunday, the Company 
attended St Mungo’s Parish Church before 
parading to Penicuik War Memorial, where 
L/Cpl. Russell Lewis laid a poppy wreath.
Our boys played very well in the East and 
Midlothian Group BB Indoor 5-a-side 
Football Competition, finishing second. ey 
are now training hard for the forthcoming 
Physical Training and Drill competitions.

For information about any Section, please 
contact Alan Anderson on tel. (01875) 
853281 or Email alanandcarola@aol.com .

Swaziland
‘40-40’ Celebrations in Swaziland. 2008 
marks a very special year in the history of 
Swaziland as it is 40 years since the kingdom 
gained independence from Britain, and, 
coincidently, it is also the year in which King 
Mswati III, the world’s last remaining absolute 
monarch, celebrates his fortieth birthday.

During the year, we waited with anticipation 
expecting a sense of excitement and celebration 
amongst the ordinary people but, despite the 
people’s love for the king and rightly so, the 
celebration produced a sense of bitterness and 
resentment amongst the majority of ordinary 
Swazi people.  Sermon illustrations readily 
came to mind if one was speaking about God’s 
concern for justice and his gracious concern 
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Finance
Every member of the congregation will 
be contacted by letter early in the New 
Year concerning the financial affairs of  
the church.
 
Please prayerfully consider your giving 
to the work of Penicuik North Kirk



for the poor, and mere mention of ‘40-40’ 
brought groans from the congregation. Not 
least was the government decision to buy a 
large fleet of top of the range BMW’s to carry 
VIPs around for the one day, and a shopping 
spree in Dubai for the king’s 13 wives to 
purchase outfits for the celebrations, the cost 
of which is purported to being equivalent to 
half the country’s health budget.

As a response to this extravagance, the young 
people of the Diocese decided that instead of 
joining in the celebrations, the day should be 
given to prayer for the nation and, encouraged 
by the bishop’s support, they met in a school 
to seek God’s mercy in a land where the 
majority of people are suffering from disease, 
hunger and poverty.

Vast sums of money have been spent on the 
lavish 40-40 festivities for a privileged few 
although on one day, food was available at 
celebrations for the people . However, a letter 
in the paper probably summed up the mood 
of most.  e gogo (grandmother) writing, 
lamented that she might have at least eaten 
some food on that day, if only she could have 
managed to raise the E10 (about 80p) for a 
bus fare to the stadium where food was being 
provided.

ousands of people, many of whom are 
sufferers of HIV and AIDS, turned out 
to protest at the abuse of money, but the 
principle call has come from the trade 
unions demanding greater democracy within 
Swaziland. e demonstrations have brought 
a new sense of unrest within a traditionally 
peaceful Swaziland and incendiary bombs 
have been discharged. Sadly, as most news 
is controlled by the government the events 
have not really been publicised as such actions 
might be conceived as being against the king.
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During September, elections for parliament 
also took place. International observers have 
returned home reporting that these took place 
fairly and without intimidation.  However, 
these reports ignore the fact that Swaziland is 
not a democracy as the King himself selects 
ministers and the prime minister, who always 
happens to be a Dlamini, a member of his 
extended family.  In practice local chiefs 
control who can stand for parliament as most 
people live on ‘nation land’ owned by the king 
and they live in fear of being seen as against 
the authorities who may, and sometimes 
do, expel people from nation land.  Political 
parties are allowed, in theory, but in practice 
they have limitation of gathering and cannot 
take any part in the elections or parliament 
which are for individual members.  

For many, there is a longing for democracy in 
Swaziland.  It is an issue that has been taken up 
by COSATU (Congress of South Africa Trade 
Unions) who have conjoined the political 
situations of Zimbabwe and Swaziland and 
are pursuing an ongoing programme of strikes 
and action to bring about change in the two 
countries so that Southern Africa might truly 
become a place of liberty, where people can 
express opinions and political parties function 
without fear.  e love of the king by the 
people can surely be realised only by his 
becoming a constitutional monarch.

Life Skills
In the past we have spoken of our desire to 
instigate a programme for young people to 
address issues of sexual behaviour; that dream 
is gradually becoming a reality.

At the end of July we held a ‘Training of 
Trainers’ session for about 30 youth leaders 
from around the diocese. e purpose was to 
introduce the material we had prepared so that 
they could begin to use it in their parishes, 
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but during the workshop it became evident 
that the programme we had planned would 
not satisfy those attending.  e workshop 
developed in ways we had not anticipated as 
we discovered how shallow the young people’s 
understand of love and sex was. All agreed 
that the problem we faced was the lack of 
any serious discussion about such subjects at 
home, school or in the church.

I along with other elder people present 
were left shell-shocked at the level of 
misinformation and wrong conceptions the 
people held and became more convinced that 
the only way to address the HIV and AIDS 
pandemic and the vast numbers of unmarried 
mothers was to tackle sexual behaviour and a 
confused understanding of the nature of love.

At the end of the weekend we asked 
those present whether they could take the 
programme back to their churches, but with 
one voice they said they needed a further 
session as so many issues had been raised that 
were new to them and were real eye-openers. 

In planning the second weekend workshop 
we identified a number of issues that we 

Soduko 19. Solution on page 7

felt needed a greater depth of study: human 
sexuality as a gift of God to be used wisely; 
cultural issues that affect sexual behaviour; 
abortion, gender differences regarding love 
and sex; Christian marriage. Part of the 
programme was given to video interviews 
of young pregnant girls.  A young priest 
and I spent an afternoon in the town centre 
collaring young pregnant girls to talk about 
their hopes and fears.  is was no problem 
as at any time one can see 5 or 6 pregnant 
girls wherever one goes. Our interviewing 
was done amidst security guards trying to 
move us on and with the noise of crowds 
around, but we obtained some very moving 
interviews. In these, girls explained that they 
have unprotected sex with boys in order to 
establish a relationship.  ey spoke about 
how they had thought of abortion and the 
feeling of rejection or disappointment at their 
boyfriend’s reaction to the pregnancy. All 
spoke of some unhappiness because of their 
situation, but the saddest thing was that some 
themselves had never known a true family in 
which a man played any part.

We held our second workshop at the 
beginning of October and at the end the 
young people spoke about how much they 
had been affected by what they had learned in 
these workshops. e final act of the weekend 
was a call for a ‘motion’ to be worded and 
addressed to the bishop asking him to use all 
his power and resources to ensure that they 
can take the Life Skills programme into their 
parishes with the full support of the church.

40th Anniversary of the Diocese
On the 26th October the Diocese of 
Swaziland plans to celebration God’s goodness 
during the forty years since its independence 
from the Diocese of Zululand. e motto for 
the day comes from the beginning and end 
of Matthew’s Gospel; “Emmanuel…I will be 
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with you always even to the end of the age” 
signifying God’s gracious presence in the past 
and our hope of his goodness for the future.

At the time of independence the seven parishes 
were served by 22 priests, seven of whom were 
Swazi.  Since that time the church has grown 
and developed so that Anglican Churches 
are found throughout the country, many 
congregations in the most unexpected places. 
Even today new congregations are springing 
up as people meet with neighbours in their 
own homes in the desire that one day a church 
can be built in their neighbourhood.  Yet, the 
forty years of the diocese has not been easy, 
particularly in the last few years.  e church 
has struggled with massive debt as poverty has 
engulfed the country. In 2007, we gave thanks 
that under the leadership of Bishop Meshack 
Mabuza the debt had at last been repaid.  Yet 
the financial struggle continues as people are 
caught up in a global economic downturn 
and continuing famine in many parts of the 
country. Nevertheless, as we look back we see 
that God has been with us and has sustained 
us throughout the struggles so that a day of 
rejoicing is appropriate.

Our new Archbishop, abo Makgoba, is 
joining us for the celebrations along with 
many friends from around the world.  As 
such much preparation is going into making 
this a special day of praise and worship as well 
as showing others how Swazi’s worship with 
great vibrancy and enthusiasm. 

A round-up of some Training
e last few months have been more hectic 
than ever with new programmes developing 
and changing.   

e first two years of the Certificate Course 
are coming to an end and many who have 
sustained the two years are demanding an 
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on-going programme; this we will call a 
Higher Certificate.  e course will be more 
practical dealing with issues such as pastoral 
care, evangelism, preaching, youth work 
etc. but with some doctrine as well. As we 
are returning to Britain at the beginning 
of November the material needs to be well 
underway before I depart.  However, I enjoy 
preparing the courses as they demand research 
and fairly detailed information as priests do 
not own or can afford books, on the £240 
monthly stipend.  

e third School Holiday Programme 
of eology was held in August and the 
numbers of teachers attending continue to 
grow with them demanding more!

e first training weekend for youth leaders 
was held at the beginning of September.  e 
raison d’etre was our concern that many young 
people were looking towards the new and 
growing ‘ministries’ springing up in Swaziland. 
ese ‘ministries’ offer excitement but are based 
on an individualistic concept of Christianity 
with wealth and prosperity at the heart of their 
message. Whilst we addressed issues about the 
corporate nature of worship and the church, 
and the church in the purposes of God, we also 
spent time listening to the young people in 
order to understand their concerns.  

is first session built many bridges that 
we hope will be useful for developing their 
ministry and also to bring them into the heart 
of the life of the church.

A number of parishes have identified a number 
of men and women who they want to be 
prepared for ordination as deacons.  Regular 
training sessions with them is a delight 
because they come with a sense of calling and 
commitment so that ‘heavy’ training sessions 
are endured with some joy.



Animal stories
We usually try to introduce an animal story 
but there have been no strange occurrences 
recently, although we have been plagued with 
a pack of semi-wild dogs chasing a bitch on 
heat.  e noise around our house has been 
immensely irritating and many evenings have 
been spent chasing dogs around the church 
grounds, with dogs going in all directions and 
seemingly loving being chased.   Our cat has 
not been happy!

As we write we are very conscious that without 
your love, prayer and support we couldn’t be 
here, so our heartfelt thanks for your partnership 
with us in this ministry in Swaziland.

We give thanks for:
• Some early rain – which has been the right 

sort of gentle rain for soaking into the dry 
ground

• For the positive response from the youth 
to the Life Skills course

• For good health and a good supply of 
water and electricity

• e beauty of Swaziland 

Please pray for:
• For the newly elected MPs and the 

government that they may have a heart for 
the ordinary people

• Growth and development of life and faith 
amongst the young people

• Good rains for the crops
• e ordinary people as they face such 

hardship with increasing costs and rising 
unemployment

• Bishop Meshack as he leads the Diocese
Andrew and Rosemary Symonds
P.O. Box 2324, Mbabane Swaziland
Phone:00268 4161874 
email:ajsymonds@posix.co.sz 

Request For Donations Of Children’s 
Clothes

Do you have any children’s clothes from 0 to 
16 years to spare?  If so EMMS International 
needs them for the Ekwendeni Hospital in 
Malawi!  From here these will be distributed to 
mothers for their children who are born there 
or attend the clinic and to children who have 
been orphaned.

Any clothing items would be good but 
particularly useful items are baby/toddler 
knitted clothes, premature/new born clothes 
and baby blankets.  Additionally, new pants 
and underwear for older teenage girls are 
desperately needed so if you are able to add 
some into your weekly shopping basket this 
would be much appreciated.

If you have any donations to pass on to EMMS 
International please give them to:  
Karen om, 13 Glencross Gardens, Penicuik.  
Tel: 670 693

Heather Christie’s Prayer Letter 
November 2008
ank you so much for all your prayers and 
support over the years when I worked with 
EZ.36 in St Mellon’s Cardiff and prepared 
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to go to India with YWAM. I know that 
God hears and answers our prayers. Prayer is 
powerful!

As I head back to Varanasi, the Hindu 
heartland on 23rd January 2009, I urge you 
to...
 ...PRAY!!

Background:
In January 2006 I visited India with a team 
from Gabalfa Baptist Church.  One of the 
many places we visited was a city called 
Varanasi.  It is a Hindu holy city on the banks 
of the river Ganges.  While I was there a 
widow called ‘Jyoti’ shared about the plight of 
the widows in India.  It broke my heart.  Still 
in many places in India Hindus believe that if 
your husband dies it is your fault as you did 
something bad in your last reincarnation so 
your husband died in this one.  e widow 
becomes an outcast, the lowest of the low with 
little chance of remarrying.  Centuries ago a 
widow would be burned alive on the funeral 
pyre of her dead husband.  is practice called 
‘Sati’ was seen as a great honour and though 
illegal today, it still happens occasionally.  
Many widows come to the holy city Varanasi 

as they believe that if they 
die there they will have 
some kind of blessing, but 
the reality is that many 
end up begging or become 
prostitutes.  I’ve heard stories 
of families coming to Varanasi 
on pilgrimages.  ey bring 
their widows and abandon 
them there.

I long to reach out to these 
ladies and tell them that they 
are not outcasts but loved by 
God.  He loves them so much 
that He sent His Son Jesus to 

die for them.  I desire to share this love with 
them and also come alongside practically.  
rough various scriptures I have felt God 
guiding me to go back to India and work 
with the widows.  I am also a nurse and have 
a desire to use these skills to help and teach 
others.  

What I will be doing:
Youth With A Mission (YWAM) runs a 
Widows home in Varanasi.  It is still in its 
infancy, but they are doing or trying to do 
everything that is on my heart.  Workers go 
down to the Ghats (the steps leading down the 
banks into the Ganges) to talk to the widows 
and invite them to the home.  ey find that 
many of the widows are still suspicious or 
unwilling to leave their begging spots, but I 
believe God will do an amazing work there.  
ey also have widows working in the bakery 
or making handicrafts to sell in the shop to 
raise funds for the widows.  

In January I head out to Varanasi for at least 
a year (probably more) to work with YWAM 
in their widow’s home and use my nursing in 
Mercy ministry.  A major part of my time for 
the first many months will be language study.
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Please pray:
• ank God for His faithfulness and 

guidance
• Wisdom in preparation and planning
• Visa!!!!!!!
• Journey, setting up home, adjusting to life 

in India
• Language study
• Work with the widows and mercy ministry 

teams
• Finances
• at I will be sensitive to what God wants 

me to do in the situations I find myself.

Contact details till January 23rd 2009:
Heather Christie, 8 Inkerman Court, Penicuik, 
Scotland, EH26 0LS 
Tel (01968) 675059 Mob 07711530775
New email address: h.oorbit@googlemail.com

The Leprosy Mission
e committee has had another very 
successful year, reaching our target of £2750 
for the provision of physiotherapy equipment 
in Darfur. Our main events were, of course, 
the pancake day in June and the ‘soup and 
a roll’ lunch in October, but our funds were 
also boosted by our hosting the after service 
teas and coffee each Sunday in  April and 
September. We are grateful for the support of 
the North Kirk family and we look forward 
to your continued support in 2009, when 
we will choose another project to fund and 
thereby anther target sum to reach as we work 
towards a world without leprosy - what a 
Christmas present that would be!
Robert Mackenzie

The minibus passengers
A poem written and performed for the
St Andrew’s Night 2008 Celebrations

by Clare Clyne

Last year we spoke about the NK special bus
Where we are all collected with an escort just 

for us
Taken to the church each Sunday, be it wet or fine
Making sure we’re belted up and sitting straight 

in line
So tonight I though a good idea would be to 

carry on
And introduce you to the passengers each and 

everyone.

Now first of all there’s Betty, she’s the youngest 
on the bus

Her hair is still a bonny brown not white like 
most of us

A regular attender, always smart and neat, 
She enjoys collecting handbags and has a 

different one each week.

en there’s Helen, tall and elegant, exactly like 
her name

She has a kindly word for everyone and always 
is the same

She loves to dance, has many friends and enjoys 
her garden too

And if you need a favour done, Helen’s there for you.

Cathy I have known for years, she’s a very special 
friend.

Her garden is her pride and joy, hours and hours 
in it she’ll spend

She’s not too keen on winter days with the long 
dark nights they bring

but a garden’s always waiting and soon it will 
be spring.

Now Tiny is the name she gives and I think that’s 
a shame

For she was christened Colleen, now that’s a 
lovely name

Still they say a rose by any name will still smell 
just as sweet

And Tiny is the kind of person you really love 
to meet.
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And we have another Betty, her surname is 
MacHugh

No matter what the weather, Betty’s skin’s always 
blue

Not always in the best of health though you’ll 
never hear her say

for Betty’s smile is always there and brightens up 
our day.

Alec welcomes everyone as they step on the bus
He holds out his hand in friendship to everyone 

of us
He enjoys watching football with Hearts his 

special team
It certainly makes Alec’s day when Hearts are on 

their game.

Charlie’s always ready when the bus comes up 
his street

He says a bright good morning all as he settles 
in his seat

He’ll have a chat with Alec, I expect its football 
talk

And when the weather’s suitable, Charlie really 
likes to walk.

No, of course I’m not forgetting Bill though he’s 
no longer here

He has gone to join his loved ones on a grander, 
finer sphere

We will often think and speak of him as 
memories we recall

One of nature’s gentlemen and sadly missed by 
all.

Now I think you will have noticed I have missed 
some people out

e drivers and the escorts whom we couldn’t do 
without

ey are always cheery, kind and helpful in all 
they do and say

But that’s another story that I’ll tell another day.

So that’s our passenger list, given one or two

Who get a lift occasionally and are waiting in 
the queue

And if you’re wondering how I know the stories 
I can tell

e answet is quite simple, I’m on the bus as 
well.

The Lighter Side
e bible according to children

Pay special attention to the wording and 
spelling. If you know the bible even a little, 
you’ll find this hilarious! It comes from a 
catholic elementary school test. Kids were 
asked questions about the old and new 
testaments. e following statements about 
the bible were written by children. ey have 
not been retouched or corrected. Incorrect 
spelling has been left in.

1. In the first book of the bible, Guinessis. 
God got tired of creating the world so he took 
the Sabbath off.
2. Adam and eve were created from an apple 
tree. Noah’s wife was Joan of ark. Noah built 
and ark and the animals came on in pears.
3. Lots wife was a pillar of salt during the day, 
but a ball of fire during the night.
4. Sampson was a strongman who let himself 
be led astray by a jezebel like Delilah.
5. Samson slayed the philistines with the axe 
of the apostles.
6. Moses led the Jews to the red sea where 
they made unleavened bread which is bread 
without any ingredients.
7. e Egyptians were all drowned in the 
dessert. Afterwards, Moses went up to 
mountcyanide to get the ten commandments
8. e first commandments was when eve 
told Adam to eat the apple.
9. e seventh commandment is thou shalt 
not admit adultery.
10. Moses died before he ever reached Canada 
then Joshua led the Hebrews in the battle of 
geritol.

10



11. e greatest miricle in the bible is when 
Joshua told his son to stand still and he 
obeyed him.
12. David was a Hebrew king who was skilled 
at playing the liar. He fought the Finkelsteins, 
a race of people who lived in biblical times.
13. Solomon, one of David’s sons, had 300 
wives and 700 porcupines.
14. When Mary heard she was the mother of 
Jesus, she sang the magna carta.
15. When the three wise guys from the east 
side arrived they found Jesus in the manager.
16. Jesus was born because Mary had an 
immaculate contraption.
17. St. John the blacksmith dumped water on 
his head.
18. Jesus enunciated the golden rule, which 
says to do unto others before they do one to 
you. He also explained a man doth not live by 
sweat alone.
19. It was a miricle when Jesus rose from the 
dead and managed to get the tombstone off 
the entrance.
20. e people who followed the lord were 
called the 12 decibels.
21. e epistels were the wives of the 
apostles.
22. One of the oppossums was St. Matthew 
who was also a taximan.
23. St. Paul cavorted to Christianity, he 
preached holy acrimony which is another 
name for marraige.
24. Christians have only one spouse. is is 
called monotony.

Are you Retired?
And ey Ask---Why I Like Retirement????

Question: How many days in a week?
Answer: 6 Saturdays, 1 Sunday 

Question: When is a pensioner’s bedtime? 
Answer: ree hours after he falls asleep on 
the couch.

Question: How many pensioners to change a 
light bulb? 
Answer: Only one, but it might take all day. 

Question: What’s the biggest gripe of 
pensioners? 
Answer: ere is not enough time to get 
everything done.

Question: Why don’t pensioners mind being 
called Seniors? 
Answer: e term comes with a 10% percent 
discount. 

Question: Among pensioners what is 
considered formal attire? 
Answer: Tied shoes. 

Question: Why do pensioners count pennies?
Answer: ey are the only ones who have the 
time. 
Question: What is the common term for 
someone who enjoys work and refuses to 
retire?
Answer: NUTS

Question: Why are pensioners so slow to clean 
out the basement, attic or garage? 
Answer: ey know that as soon as they do, 
one of their adult kids will want to store stuff 
there. 

Question: What do pensioners call a long 
lunch? 
Answer: Normal 

Question: What is the best way to describe 
retirement? 
Answer: e never ending Coffee Break. 

Question: What’s the biggest advantage of 
going back to school as a retiree? 
Answer: If you cut classes, no one calls your 
parents.
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Question: Why does a pensioner often say he 
doesn’t miss work, but misses the people he 
used to work with? 
Answer: He is too polite to tell the whole 
truth. 

Question: What do you do all week?
Answer: Monday to Friday; Nothing. Saturday 
and Sunday I rest.

If you have not yet retired, look what you have 
to look forward to.

Happiness is a voyage, not a destination,
there is no better time to be happy than... 
NOW!

News Of  The North Kirk Family And 
Parish

Marriages
“No man must separate those whom God has 
united.”  e Good News as written down by 
Mark chapter 10, verse 9.
“Let marriage be held in honour among all.”  
e letter to Hebrew Christians chapter 13 
verse 4a.
October 11th 
 Jennifer Fraser and John Borthwick

FUNERALS
“Death is destroyed!  Victory is complete!  anks 
be to God who gives us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ!”  Paul’s first letter to the 
Christians in Corinth chapter 15, verses 54 
and 57.
November 3rd     
 Moira Blackie, 45 Cruachan Court 
 (Interment of ashes)
December 1st
     Walter Watson, Roslinlee
December 7th     
 Joe Wilson, 219 Rullion Road

December 8th     
 Jackie Brownlee, Portobello
December 18th     
 Bill Walker, Pentland House
December 20th     
 Eileen Platten, Pentland House
December 27th     
 Chris Paxton, Dalkeith

Worship At The North Kirk
From September to June our morning 
worship services begin at 11am and in July 
and August at 10am.

Communion is normally celebrated on the 
second Sunday of every month. 

Our evening worship services begin at 7pm 
except on the second Sunday of every month 
when, at 7.30pm, we host Tribal Generation, a 
youth-friendly worship event.

ere is a short “Start the Week” service every 
Monday at 11.45am

Next Newsletter
Copy for next newsletter should be with JIM 
CAIRD by 15th February for publication on 
8th March. Copy can be sent as a Microsoft 
Word attachment to Jim’s email address or 
hard copy (preferably typescript) can be 
handed to Jim

Editors
Jim Caird
Email: jim.caird@btopenworld.com
Phone: 678223
Robert Ramsay (Not available to receive copy 
for the next edition)

Please visit us at our Church Web Site:
www.pnk.org.uk

12


